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RRCA would not exist if it were not for our foster homes and dedicated volunteers. We are very grateful to have
you as a part of our team. We hope that your affiliation with RRCA will be rewarding. The support of fosters is
critical to our success. Since your work as a Foster is so extremely important, your decision to affiliate with
RRCA must be made with the understanding of the commitment and responsibility it demands. This manual has
been prepared for you as a reference guide. Thank you for giving your time and providing a loving foster home
to a needy Jack Russell Terrier.

Important Phone Numbers
RRCA Coordinator:
Phone Number:

Vet:
Phone Number:

Emergency Vet:
Address:
Phone Number:

Notes
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Introduction
Thank you for being a foster home (“Foster Home”) for Russell Rescue Ca, Inc. (RRCA). Foster Homes
like yours allow us to rescue more Jack Russell Terriers (JRTs), and we appreciate your generosity in
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opening your home to a rescued animal. By providing a foster home, you’re providing a stable, loving
environment for an animal that may have been abused, neglected or abandoned. You’re also providing the
much-needed socialization and basic training that will make our JRTs more appealing for adoption and
better members of their adoptive families. RRCA rescues JRTs from shelters or those that are unwanted
or in danger of becoming homeless all over California and partners with shelters and rescue groups
statewide. JRTs must pass our temperament test in order to be pulled from the shelter and placed into a
foster home. Only directors of RRCA can determine which JRTs our organization will accept. The Jack
Russell Terriers we rescue are generally those that are in their last hours at the shelter and are at great risk
of being euthanized.

General Guidelines
Please read & review the following important guidelines:
1. Prior to fostering, all Foster Homes must complete an online Foster Home Application and
complete a home inspection.
2. All animals placed in foster homes remain the property of RRCA.
3. All Foster Homes agree to accept primary responsibility for providing lodging and care for their
foster dog until a permanent adopting family is found.
4. If your foster animal becomes ill or gets hurt, contact your RRCA Coordinator immediately. If you
are unable to reach your Coordinator please refer to the Emergency Contact List provided to you
by your Coordinator.
RRCA covers medical expenses, but we must authorize treatments and medications before they
are administered, and we must also approve the veterinarian who will be doing the work. In
emergency cases, when every moment could mean the difference between life and death, do not
hesitate to take the animal to a vet immediately or to an emergency clinic if after regular vet hours.
We will work out emergency expenses. The important thing is to do everything possible to save
the animal in distress. Know where your closest vet and emergency centers are located before you
foster any animal. Keep the numbers handy, easily accessible. The time to search is not when you
are holding a sick or injured animal in your arms.
5. Foster Homes agree to be available for appointments where potential adopters can meet the foster
pet upon request and reasonable notice. NEVER invite a potential adopter to your personal
residence.
6. Foster Homes are asked to keep the RRCA Coordinator apprised of their foster pet’s behavior and
if any issues arise.
7. If you are unhappy with your fostering situation, please notify the RRCA Coordinator
immediately. RRCA will work on relocating your foster pet as soon as possible, and appreciates
your patience as we remedy the situation.
8. Oftentimes, a foster family realizes that they cannot live without their foster dog and chooses to
adopt. If you choose to adopt, you must go through the same adoption approval process as a nonfoster adopter. You will be expected to pay the full adoption fee at the time of adoption.
9. If you plan to foster-to-adopt, the expectation is that you will pay for the dog in full once you
decide to adopt. You will have TWO weeks with your dog to make a decision. If you decide to
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continue to foster and opt not to adopt it’s your responsibility to be available for appointments
where potential adopters can meet the foster pet upon request and reasonable notice. You will not
receive reimbursement for dog food if you plan to “foster to adopt” as the expectation is you are
planning to commit to the dog you are taking into your home.
10. All applicants for a particular foster pet must go through the RRCA application process
(application, interview by RRCA Coordinator and home visit). A friend or family member of the
Foster Home who wishes to adopt your foster pet must go through the same process as other
applicants.
11. Your own pets (including other species) should be current with their vaccinations. We also
recommend that you vaccinate your JRTs with a Bordetella vaccination to prevent kennel cough,
a common illness with shelter JRTs.
12. Although RRCA has made every possible effort to provide accurate available information
concerning JRTs in foster, RRCA makes no warranties of any kind regarding the temperament,
training, or behavior of said animal. RRCA is not liable for any actions of the animal or costs,
expenses, damages, whatsoever in connection with said pet’s conduct with the limited exception
of those medical expense pre-approved by RRCA.
13. RRCA is not responsible for any veterinary bills for resident pets. The Foster Home assumes
responsibility for any veterinary bills that result from resident pets becoming ill due to exposure
with a foster pet or any injury resulting from an unpleasant interaction between your resident pet
and foster pet.
14. Never turn over a foster to someone who claims it is his/her lost pet! This person could be
mistaken, or he/she could be deliberately trying to mislead you. The JRT could have been removed
from his/her former home for all kinds of reasons. The claimant could well have mistreated the
animal. Report any such claims to your Coordinator immediately. The claim will be investigated.
15. If you are planning a vacation, please notify RRCA as far in advance as possible, but at least within
two weeks of the vacation date. If you want to take your foster pet with you, even for just a
weekend, you MUST notify RRCA beforehand and receive approval. If RRCA has an applicant
interested in adopting, we may make arrangements to keep your pet locally to be able to show
him/her.
16. Do not leave your foster pet with anyone else without prior approval from RRCA. Anytime a foster
animal is left we MUST have a signed release of liability.

Getting your home & family ready for fostering
Fostering is a commitment that will affect your entire household: your family, your permanent-resident
pets, and your house and even your yard! Here are some tips to ensure that fostering will be a positive
experience for you and your family.
 Discuss your plans with family/household members beforehand and get their input on how to make
the best decision for everyone.
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 Include in the discussion what kind(s) of JRTs are appropriate for your household: smooth or rough
coat (smooth tend to shed more but rough require regular brushing), young/old, active/not active,
mix/purebred.
 Do you thrive on a spunky dog with lots of energy who is a willing playmate for your active dog?
 Do you have an older dog who would not appreciate being pestered?
 How long are you gone during the day?
We’ll need to match you with a dog that works with your schedule and your lifestyle, even if he/she is
only a temporary resident. Your RRCA Coordinator can work with you to ensure that we understand your
personal situation and what types of pets are appropriate for you.

Supplies
You should have the following on hand before your foster dog arrives:
 Food and water bowls: It is best to have separate bowls for your foster pet and resident pets, and
to feed them separately so that they can eat in a stress-free environment as they are getting to know
each other.
 Food and treats: RRCA may sometimes supply food or treats depending on our receipt of
donations. Otherwise, we will advise you as to what kind of food and treats are best for your foster
pet.
 Dog Crate: We strongly recommend you have a crate for your foster dog. Crate training is a very
helpful way to introduce a dog into a new home. We can supply you with a crate if you do not have
one. We can also give you some excellent articles on proper techniques of crate training if needed.
 Bedding: Cotton blankets, an old comforter or large beach towels are best as they are washable
and less likely to be chewed up by your foster dog.
 Toys: Kong toys are excellent dog toys for chewing as they can be stuffed with treats and will keep
your foster dog occupied, especially while you are away from the house. Stuffed toys or balls are also
great, depending on your dog’s temperament. RRCA may sometimes provide toys depending on our
donations.
 Collar: We will provide a collar for your dog. A RRCA ID tag will be on your dog’s collar as well.
This collar and tag should stay on at all times as it will help ensure that the dog is returned to RRCA
if the dog ever gets out and is picked up by the shelter.
 Flea Treatment and Heartworm Prevention: RRCA provides preventions and requires all JRTs
to be on flea preventative and heartworm prevention where necessary. We will work with each home
to determine the best treatment method.

Introducing your Foster Dog to your Home
Here are some tips for a smooth transition:

Everyone needs their space
If possible, it is best to keep foster dogs and resident dogs separate from each other for the first 2 days.
This is a stressful time for both dogs. Your foster dog may have been on the street, in the shelter, or in a
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transition foster home —a lot of change for an animal that likes to have a “pack” and some stability in
his/her life! There are some common sicknesses that sometimes don’t show up for 1-2 weeks that dogs
often get at the shelter, so early separation can help ensure that your resident dogs remain healthy.
If it is not possible to keep them separate, be aware that your Dogs may be exposed to illness. However,
also be aware that many of the diseases that shelter Dogs get (kennel cough, diarrhea, etc.) are stress
related and are easily remedied. Many have had poor nutrition and a hard life before coming to your home.
RRCA cannot be responsible for resident dog veterinary expenses. Also, try to ensure that each pet has its
own personal space - a bed, a crate, or a special area that each pet knows is just for him/her. This will keep
the stress levels lower for your own Dogs and the foster dog.
The backyard is not an acceptable place to leave the foster dog alone and unsupervised. They may be
destructive (digging, trampling plants), they may be escape artists, they may bark incessantly, or they may
be stolen. A crate or rooms that are enclosed, like a kitchen or bathroom, are the best choices. Dog

Introductions

You are safest introducing your new foster to your easier dogs first, one at a time. Assuming all goes well
with the one-on-ones, then try a threesome, adding additional dogs as behavior allows.
Start with dogs on leashes on opposite sides of the enclosed space. Try to keep leashes loose, if possible.
Watch the dogs’ behavior. They should seem interested in each other, alert without excessive arousal.
Ideally you’ll see tails wagging at half-mast, soft, wriggling body postures, play bows, ears back, squinty
eyes, no direct eye contact. These are clear expressions of non-aggressive social invitation.
Warning signs include stiffness in the body, standing tall, ears pricked hard forward, growling, hard direct
eye contact, stiffly-raised fast wagging tails, perhaps even lunging on the leash and aggressive barking.
There is tension in this interaction—be careful!
If you see reassuring social behavior, proceed with the approach until the dogs are about ten feet apart. If
they continue to show unambiguous signs of friendliness, drop the leashes and let them meet. It is
preferable not to let dogs meet and greet with handlers holding the leashes. Leashes tend to interfere with
the dogs’ ability to greet normally, and can actually induce dogs to give false body language signals,
resulting in aggression. For example, a tight leash can stiffen and raise a dog’s front end, causing him to
look more tense and offensive than he means to be, which in turn can cause the other dog to react
offensively. A defensive dog who wants to retreat may feel trapped because of the leash, and act
aggressively because he can’t move away.
Leave leashes on the dogs initially, dragging freely on the ground, so you can grab them and separate dogs
easily if necessary. Monitor the greeting. You are likely to see some normal jockeying for position and
some tension, as they sniff and circle, and then erupt into play. As soon as you can tell that they’re getting
along, remove leashes and let them play unencumbered. Watch that the play doesn’t escalate into
excessive arousal (which can lead to aggression), but remember that it’s normal and acceptable for dogs
to growl and bite each other in play. As long as both dogs are enjoying the action, it’s a good thing.
If, however, you see warning signs as you approach with the dogs on leash, you’ll need to go more slowly.
Most commonly you’ll see behavior somewhere on the continuum between completely relaxed and
friendly and outright aggression. You’ll need to make a judgment call about whether the intensity of the
behavior is such that you need to stop and seek professional assistance, or low enough that you can proceed
with caution.
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If you do decide to proceed, interrupt prolonged hard eye contact by having each handler divert her dog’s
attention with bits of tasty treats while at a safe distance. Continue to work with the dogs in each other’s
presence, watching for signs of decreasing arousal. Walk around the available space with the dogs at
maximum distance, gradually bringing them closer together until they are walking parallel to each other.
It’s important that you stay calm and relaxed during this process. If you jerk or tighten the leash or yell at
the dogs, you’ll add stress to the situation and make it harder for them to relax.
When you see clear signs that the dogs have relaxed with each other, you may decide to proceed with
dropped-leash greetings, or you may choose to end the introduction for the time being, and do several
more on-leash sessions over a period of several days before dropping leashes. This is where your
experience and instincts come into play. It’s better to err on the side of caution, and do several more on
leash sessions to make sure the dogs are comfortable with each other. Meanwhile, you’ll need to manage
the dogs so they don’t have free access to each other. If you’re not confident in your judgment about body
language, you may choose to enlist the help of a professional at this point in the process.
If tensions between the dogs escalate or maintain at the same level of intensity despite your on-leash work
over several sessions, the wise choice may be to look for a different dog to foster, or commit to diligently
keeping the dogs separated while the foster is with you. (Note: this can be very stressful for all concerned,
human and canine.) Alternatively, you may want to do ongoing work with a behavior professional to try
to make the relationship work, knowing that management may be a large part of your life for the
foreseeable future.
Be careful if you see no interaction between the two dogs you’re trying to introduce. What appears to be
calm acceptance of each other may in fact be avoidance behavior—neither dog is comfortable with the
other, and they choose to deal with it by not dealing with it. The problem with this is that sooner or later
the dogs will interact if they’re both living in your home, and the discomfort may well develop into
aggression. You really want to see some interaction between dogs in order to make a decision about how
to manage and live with your foster dog.
After introductions are over and the dogs are hanging out happily together you can breathe, rest and get
on with life. Regardless of how well they seem to get along, however, it is wise to separate your foster
from the others when you need to leave them alone, for at least a few months, and unless and until you
are 100 percent confident they are completely comfortable and compatible with each other. Pack behavior
will change over the first few months and tensions will wax and wane as relationships get sorted out and
your foster gains confidence. You can easily prevent disaster by separating dogs when no humans are
home to supervise.
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More tips for successful introductions
Here are some additional things you can do to increase your potential for successful
introductions:
1.
Exercise the dogs before initiating introductions. Happily tired dogs are more
likely to interact well than those who are bursting with energy.
2.
Have tools within easy reach in case you need to interrupt an aggressive
interaction.
3.
Be sure to remove toys and other high-value chew objects from the
introduction area to minimize potential for guarding incidents.
4.
Use extra caution when introducing a puppy to adult dogs. A bad experience
with an aggressive dog can have a significant negative influence on a pup’s future
social behavior.
5.
Use extra caution when introducing a new dog to senior members of your
pack, especially if the new dog is an adolescent or a puppy. Your geriatric dogs
shouldn’t have to defend themselves from overwhelming attentions from fractious
youngsters. Senior dogs often have aches and pains that can be exacerbated by
pouncing puppies—and cause an aggressive response from the oldster as he tries to
protect himself. Be prepared to implement management tools to protect your seniors
from the young’uns.
6.
Consider size. Jean Donaldson, past director of the San Francisco SPCA’s
Academy for Dog Trainers, recommends no more than a 25-pound difference in size
between dogs in a household or playgroup. More than that, she warns, and you risk
predatory drift, where the larger dog’s brain suddenly perceives a small running dog
as a prey object such as a bunny or squirrel, and shifts from play to food acquisition
mode, sometimes with tragic results. Know that if you choose to introduce a new dog
to a situation where there is a large size disparity you may be taking additional risks
with your dogs’ safety during introductions and thereafter.

Cat Introductions
We do not recommend introducing a terrier to a cat.

Jack Russell Terrier Traits
The Jack Russell is a happy, bold, energetic dog; they are extremely loyal, intelligent and assertive. Their
greatest attribute is their working ability, closely followed by their excellent qualities as a companion. A
Jack Russell can be equally contented bolting a fox or chasing a toy in your living room, or equally adept
at killing a sock in the living room or a rat in your barn. Their funny antics will continually amuse you,
their intelligence seems to know no bounds and their assertive nature and boundless energy can at times
be overwhelming.

Training with your foster dog
While your foster dog is living with you, you can provide some basic training along with lots of tender
loving care. It’s important that you have a working knowledge of some basic behavior principles. This
will help you avoid the pitfalls of some of the off-the-cuff advice you may get from friends and family, as
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well as some of the dangerous misinformation you can find on television—information that can actually
do more harm than good.
First, and most important, it’s not about dominance. You don’t need to show your foster dog who is boss.
Physically coercing a dog to do things, holding him down, hitting him with your foot, staring him in the
face…anything incorporating forceful or pain-causing handling, training methods or tools—such as choke
chains, prong collars or shock (electronic) collars—can easily cause intimidation or fear in the dog; this
is the last thing any dog needs, but particularly a foster dog whose world is already out of control, turned
upside-down and full of stress. It can also result in an aggressive response from the dog—and dogs that
bite people tend to have short lives.
Use only positive reinforcement when training your foster dog. Positive reinforcement training uses praise
and/or treats to reward your dog for doing something you want him to do. Because the reward makes him
more likely to repeat the behavior, positive reinforcement is one of your most powerful tools for shaping
or changing your dog's behavior.
If you can work on the following, it will make your foster dog much more “adoptable.”
 House training (potty training) is desirable for both you and the future adopter. The best way to house
train is to use a crate, and to be vigilant about taking the dog outside regularly, including after naps and
meals. If a dog struggles with house training, keep him/her on a leash in the house; this will prevent
wandering off to hide to go potty.
 Crate training is a great way not only to potty train, but also to establish general house manners since
the dog will not be roaming free in the house unless he/she is being supervised. For example, there will
be no chewing on couch cushions, counter-surfing, or garbage can diving if the dog is not left alone.
 Sitting is relatively easy to teach and pays big dividends. A dog that sits for his/her leash, food and
petting knows they are subservient to the person commanding them to sit. It also helps to get an overly
excited dog under control. Remember that Dogs don’t speak English, so they will learn the action before
they learn what the word means. You can usually lure a dog into a sit by letting him/her get a good whiff
of a treat, then raising it above the head/ nose. It is only when the behind hits the ground that he is rewarded
with the treat. The word is added later as a command.
 Jumping up is a common problem with our foster Dogs—they are so happy to have someone to love!
But, it’s best if they are taught not to do this, as it can be dangerous. The best prevention is to see it coming
and tell them to sit, if they have learned this command. Members of the Foster Home and guests should
all be trained to turn away from the dog if he/she starts to jump. Pushing the dog down only serves to
reinforce the jump, as hands and attention are what the dog seeks. No hands and no attention until all paws
are on the ground!
 Exercise is important! Dogs need focused physical activity, mental stimulation and socialization and
the best way to do this is by walking or running your foster dog on leash (see leash training below).
 Leash walking is challenging to teach. Many of our Dogs have never been on a leash and have no idea
how to behave. If you’re ambitious, you can work on “heal”, but even “easy” is fine. “Easy” is when the
dog isn’t necessarily healing at your side, but they are also not dragging you down the street. This takes
time to learn and patience on your part. A nervous dog may not be pulling but is reluctant to walk or try
to get away from you and the leash. The goal is to get the dog to relax and walk confidently with you.
RRCA can give you some pointers on either of these cases.
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 Swimming Pools You must take extra precautions in introducing the foster dog to your swimming
pool. Do it gently and slowly. You just need to give them the understanding that it is not a solid walking
surface. Once they realize that, they will more than likely stay away. However, that is not a reason to leave
the dog unattended near the pool. The foster dog can easily walk too close to the pool and be bumped or
just slip near the edge and fall in. If the dog is interested in getting in the water, please spend some time
making sure that you teach them where the stairs are so they can get out.
 Socializing is important but RRCA doesn’t recommend taking your foster dog to a dog park. While
these parks can be fun for some dogs, there are far too many unknowns for it to be a safe and healthy
experience for a foster dog. One negative interaction with another dog can turn the most balanced dog into
a fearful or aggressive mess and it is rare that a dog is ever the same after a traumatic incident with another
dog. Diseases are easily transmitted and the temperaments of visiting dogs are unknown, thus creating a
huge liability to RRCA and fosters.
Food aggression with other dogs is a fairly common trait (feed your foster dog separately from your
other dogs); however, food aggression towards people is not acceptable. If your foster dogs exhibits food
aggression towards people contact your Coordinator immediately.
Door Dashing Most fosters have lived in several different homes and are very unsure in their new foster
home. You can help prevent them from “door dashing” by using a few of the techniques listed below.
•
•
•

Put up a baby gate.
Teaching your foster to “sit” and “wait.”
Put the dog on a leash or in a crate with a guest arrives at the door.  Always keep a collar on your
dog so you can grab quickly.
Separation Anxiety Once a foster is familiar with a new home they are content to cozy up in a crate or
comfy room while you are gone, but some become anxious at just the thought of being left alone. These
dogs may bark, howl, pace and drool, or chew up anything within reach while you are gone. If your foster
has a mild case of anxiety about being left alone the following suggestions might be enough to turn things
around. However, if the problem is more serious, don’t hesitate to contact your RRCA Coordinator.
•
•

•
•

Keep comings and goings low key.
Take the meaning out of your “departure cues”; pick up your keys, grab your coat or your purse
when you aren’t leaving. You can also treat your foster when you do these things to teach him that
these things mean good things are coming.
Avoid, as much as possible, leaving your foster alone and loose in the house for long periods until
he becomes accustomed to it.
Consider help products such as DAP (dog appeasing pheromone), body wraps, homeopathic
remedies and medications from the Veterinarian (contact your RRCA regarding setting up a vet
visit).

Resource Guarding As much as possible, eliminate potential sources of conflict; avoid asking her to
jump up on the couch if that’s where she becomes possessive when another family member tries to sit
down, and encourage her to be happy in her own bed on the floor. If she grabs a sock from the laundry
room, go get a piece of a stinky, tasty treat, wave it in the air from ten feet away and let her sniff the air.
If the food is good enough, she’ll drop the sock and come running. To keep her from learning to steal
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toys to get a treat, ask her to sit a few times before you give her the treat. That way she’ll think the food
is a reward for doing what you asked, not for stealing socks.
Don’t punish growling; if you do you will take away her warning system, so that the next time she’ll skip
the growl and go right to biting. You might express your disapproval with a shock “what was that?” but
do not attempt to get into a fight with your foster over an object. If problematic possessiveness that last
longer than a few weeks and includes growling, snapping or biting, please contact your RRCA
Coordinator.

Dogs & Children
Dogs and kids can be great playmates and confidants. But children must learn proper handling and
discipline, and Dogs must learn self-control so that they do not play too rough. Children must be
supervised and taught that Dogs are beings, not dolls or toys to dress-up or be handled constantly. Teach
children not to tease or rile up the dog unnecessarily. This includes chasing around the house, which can
scare a dog, who may snap if cornered or frightened.
Make sure your children know that it is not the dog’s fault if the dog chews up toys that are left out. The
dog should NOT be punished for such behavior, but only corrected if caught in the act. Keeping doors
shut and toys put away can minimize damage. Make sure the dog has his/her own toys, and keep them in
the same place all the time (like in a basket or in the dog’s crate.)
Children like the idea of caring for a dog, but the daily work of feeding, bathing, brushing, and cleaning
up after the dog is not really suited for them. Recognize that the initial enthusiasm will wane quickly, and
the true responsibility of caring for the dog will fall to the adults in the household. Allow them to
participate with age-appropriate tasks.
Children should not play unsupervised with foster dogs. For puppies, teach proper handling (pick up by
the body, not the limbs) and limit interaction. Young children should not walk foster dogs, as children
cannot really handle any encounters with other dogs that are bound to happen.
Children need to be taught that a puppy’s mouthing is not biting, and that the puppy is not trying to hurt
them. Perhaps most importantly, children must learn to properly discipline the foster dog/puppy - a sharp
“no” or “off” and remember, no hands on the dog until all paws are on the ground. Children often react to
a dog’s bad behavior by hitting the dog, and this is UNACCEPTABLE.

Bios and Pictures
Please submit a bio info form (see appendix) as soon as you know your dog a bit (about a week). This
form is also available on the www.russellrescueCA.com website.
The more information you can put in the bio, the better the bio will be written for your dog. Please include
any distinguishing information. Examples: carries a yellow stuffed duck everywhere, loves apple slices,
and is very “vocal when he or she plays.” Just provide us with as much information as possible; the bio
writers will worry about making it politically correct.
We do not expect you to be a professional photographer, but pictures of your dog make him or her more
adoptable. Try to get pictures that show your dog in the best light possible – snuggled up with your child,
playing with a toy, interacting with other animals, making a cute face, doing a trick, or other. Pictures
may be emailed directly to your RRCA Coordinator.
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Please periodically review your foster pet’s posting on our website (www.russellrescueCA.com) and let
your Coordinator know of any updates or changes. The Bio is intended to be truthful, but with focus on
the pet’s positive attributes.

Contact Information
Your RRCA Coordinator should be able to contact you at all times. If your phone number or address
changes, please let RRCA know. We will be attempting to contact you to check on your foster dog,
discuss vetting appointments, and potential meetings with adopters. Your RRCA Coordinator will provide
you with their contact info via email. We also encourage you to join RRCA’s foster Facebook page. (You
will receive an invitation to be join)

Adoption Procedure
RRCA Coordinators work hard to find the proper match for each of our pets, to ensure that both the
adopting family and the pet will be happy with the decision. All applicants must go through the RRCA
adoption process. Foster dogs cannot be adopted to friends or family of the foster home without approval
from RRCA, and all applicants must be properly screened. It is important for you to understand our
adoption procedures since you will get questions about it. The adoption process is generally as follows:
1. The applicant fills out an Adoption Application (see website)
2. An RRCA Coordinator reviews the application and screens the person to see if they are a good fit;
asking about where the pet will sleep, how long the pet will be left alone, what the training plans are,
how they will exercise, etc.
3. Assuming everything looks good so far, a home visit is conducted to check the pet’s future living
arrangements.
4. The adopter and all members of their household must meet the dog. Adopter must provide vaccination
records of all current resident pets.
5. The adopter fills out an Adoption Agreement and pays the adoption fee. (See website for adoption fees.)
Pets adopted from a Foster Home are spayed or neutered, are up to date on vaccinations, and have had a
general physical before being placed. If an animal is sick or recovering from injury, we will not place the
pet until he/she has fully recovered. Since all adoptions must be handled directly by a RRCA Coordinator,
it is important that you let us know any concerns you have about the requirements for your foster pet’s
adoptive home. This includes how the pet reacts with cats/children/other Dogs, and any other pertinent
information.
We always discuss a pet’s behavior, both positive and negative, in detail with potential adopters before
adoption to minimize post-adoption surprises and to reduce the possibility of rehoming the pet.

Adoption Events
At this time RRCA doesn’t participate in adoption events.
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Medical Treatment
Prior to any medical procedure for your foster pet, you must contact your RRCA Coordinator and get
approval. Failure to get prior approval will mean that you forego any possible reimbursement for
treatment. Even if you are willing to cover vet expenses, we prefer to have the foster pets seen by one of
our approved veterinarians so that they receive consistent care and their records are centralized. If the pet
is sick, injured, needs to be spayed or neutered, or needs a doctor’s visits for immunization, the RRCA
Coordinator can make a vet appointment at a convenient time for you. For medical emergencies, please
call your Coordinator immediately.
Make sure that your own pets are protected. We expect that resident pets are all spayed/neutered, and have
all their vaccinations including DHLPP and recommend that your Dogs are immunized for Bordetella
(kennel cough) since it is a common ailment among shelter Dogs. We also expect that your resident pets
are being treated for fleas. Your RRCA Coordinator will keep track of your foster dog’s immunization
records and medical treatment. We ask that you ensure that your foster dog is treated for fleas, takes
heartworm preventative (in Northern and Central California and in some areas of Southern California)
and is brushed and bathed regularly.

Reimbursement Procedure
RRCA will reimburse you for the following:
• Pre-approved medical expenses including vaccinations and spay/neuter
• Pre-approved flea treatment and heartworm prevention
• Other pre-approved medical expenses or supplies
• Food
Note that if you would like to donate any of the above to RRCA, your donation may be tax- deductible.
Please check with us regarding our 501(c) 3 status at the time of your donation.
To receive reimbursement (or a receipt for tax purposes) submit an Expense Report (see attached) with
original receipts attached to your Coordinator

Common Health Conditions
While the shelter and rescue checks animals over to make sure they appear healthy upon arrival, most
illnesses have an incubation period between exposure and the onset of symptoms. Please watch your
fosters carefully for any changes in their normal behavior or habits (eating, drinking, energy level,
urinating and defecating). To prevent transmission of these diseases to your pets, foster pets should be
totally separated from your own pets until it is determined they are healthy.
If your foster animal is on medication but is getting worse or not getting better as expected – call that day.
Some animals do not show traditional signs of illness. They may be less active than normal, have a loss
of appetite or avoid other animals or people. Please call your RRCA Coordinator if you notice any of these
changes or if the animal “feels” wrong to you.
If your foster animal shows any of the following symptoms, please call so we can start the appropriate
treatment.
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Abnormal behavior – staggering, panting, acting ‘weird’ – call immediately.
Blood in stool – call that day.
Constipation – if your foster has not pooped for more than 24 hours – call that day.
Coughing – call that day.
Dehydration – Dehydration is generally associated with diarrhea, vomiting and/or loss of appetite. To
test for dehydration, pinch the animal’s skin gently just above the shoulder blades. If the skin springs back
slowly (takes more than 1 second), it is dehydrated. Call immediately – dehydration can be fatal to
animals!
Diarrhea – Puppies can become dehydrated by diarrhea in a matter of hours so call immediately. In older
animals, if stools are soft but not watery, monitor for two days. If there is no improvement -- call the third
day. If stools are watery -- call that day. Monitor for dehydration and if animal becomes dehydrated, call
immediately.
Difficulty urinating – call immediately.
Hair loss, even in very small patches – call immediately.
Itchy/dirty/smelly ears – call that day.
Loss of appetite – Can be normal the first day as foster adjusts to a new home. If your foster is not eating
the second day -- call that day.
Runny nose or congested-sounding breathing- call that day. These are often signs of an Upper
Respiratory Infection or Kennel Cough (a fancy way of saying “cold”).
Sneezing – More than three times a day -- call that day.
Vomiting – If your foster throws up food two or more times -- call that day. If it vomits bile or liquid -call that day. If vomiting is frequent or projectile- call immediately.
Watery, goopy or red eyes – call that day.

Other Medical Issues
External Parasites
Flea infestation, particularly in very young animals, can lead to anemia and even death. To check for fleas,
part the animal’s hair, especially on its back near the rump, or its stomach and look for flea dirt, a gritty,
black substance that is the feces of fleas. You can also run a flea comb through the animal’s hair to check
for signs of fleas. Topical flea treatments can be used on animals over 6 weeks of age, but can be very
toxic to infants. Ignoring a flea infestation can be deadly as infants can become anemic to the point of
death from just a few fleas. Infants can be washed in warm water with a gentle kitten or puppy shampoo.
Make sure to dry them thoroughly with a towel and a hair dryer set to low. (If you use a hair dryer, be
VERY careful - make sure it is constantly in motion and not close to the animal.) Use a flea comb to brush
their hair after they are dry. If you find evidence of fleas, call the RRCA Coordinator for advice. Once
treated, you will need to thoroughly wash all bedding and toys.
Ticks carry diseases and must be monitored for. If you notice a tick engorged in your animal (it will feel
like a small, soft bump), wrap a piece of tissue or toilet paper around it, pinch it firmly as close to the
animal’s skin as you can and slowly pull out the body and head. If the body breaks off, the tick will die.
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Don’t worry if the head is left in the animal’s body - the animal’s body will push it out on its own
eventually. If you are able to pull out the entire body, the tick will still be alive. Dispose of it in the toilet.
Do not squeeze it and do not burn it or it will pop and you could risk exposure to disease from the blood.
There will be a scab on the animal for a week or two. You can put a little antibiotic ointment on it.
Ear mites live in the ear canals. Though microscopic, they leave behind a chunky brown residue -- their
fecal matter. The fecal matter must be cleaned out. You can use cotton balls dipped in a small amount of
mineral oil to clean out the ears. Then the ears must be treated with ear mite medication. The animal will
often paw at their ears, shake their heads, and/or whine. If you suspect an ear mite infestation, please
contact your RRCA Coordinator.
Ringworm is a contagious infection caused by a fungus that grows in the dead, superficial layers of the
skin, hair or nails. Animals and people may become infected either by direct contact with an infected
animal or by exposure to a contaminated environment or object such as grooming tools, clippers or
bedding. Spores in the environment are very robust and without treatment can remain infectious for up to
two years. The appearance of animals with ringworm is very variable. Some have severe skin disease
while others have only very minor lesions or no lesions at all and look completely normal. Typical skin
lesions are discrete, roughly circular areas of hair loss, particularly on the head, ears or extremities of the
paws. The hairs surrounding affected areas appear broken. The affected skin is often scaly and may look
inflamed. If you see any of these signs, your RRCA Coordinator immediately.
Internal Parasites -- If worms are seen (they often resemble spaghetti or rice) in the stool, vomit or
around the anus, call your RRCA Coordinator. It may be necessary to collect a stool sample for analysis.
When bringing in a stool sample, only a small amount is needed. It is common for puppies to need to be
de-wormed multiple times. A severe infestation of worms can kill an animal! If you are concerned, please
call.
Coccidia are small protozoans that can cause sudden bouts of vomiting, diarrhea and listlessness. Collect
a stool sample and call your RRCA Coordinator for advice.

Contagious Diseases
Animal to Human
Roundworms can be transmittable, but infrequently - mostly a problem with children handling feces.
Coccidia/Giardia (internal parasites) can be transmittable through fecal exposure.
Ringworm skin lesions transmitted through contact and handling of feces.
Fleas transmitted by proximity.
Sarcoptic Mange (Scabies) is a contagious skin condition transmitted by handling an infected animal.

Animal to Animal
Fungal infections – transmitted through contact.
Parasites - External and Internal. See previous page.
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Parvo - Highly contagious. It is transmitted through fecal matter. Puppies can die from Parvo in hours.
Never let young puppies walk on the ground except in your own yard.
Rabies - all fosters are up-to-date on their rabies vaccinations and your pets must be up-to-date on their
rabies vaccinations as well. (Please be sure you have been provided a copy of your foster’s “Certificate of
Rabies Vaccination”.
Respiratory Virus/ Kennel Cough - Highly contagious. Vaccinations can protect against some of them.
Your pets should be currently vaccinated. Sick animals must be kept isolated from other animals.
Ringworm skin lesions - transmitted through contact and handling.

First Aid / Emergency Care
An animal’s health can deteriorate rapidly. If you discover your foster is in a very weak condition, here
are the things you should immediately do while waiting for medical attention:
Check body temperature. Animals should be warm, not hot or cold to the touch. Warm up a cold animal
gradually with a hot water bottle or rice sock. Cool off your foster by placing ice water in a hot water
bottle or giving the animal a tepid bath.
For infants, force-feed carefully a small amount (1 to 2 ML’s) of a sugary solution such as sugar water or
maple syrup that is warmed up in a little water. Gatorade or Pedialyte can also be used. Continue this
every 15 minutes or so until the puppy or kitten is strong enough to nurse on its own.
Seek immediate medical attention. Call your RRCA Coordinator immediately. If you are unable to reach
your Coordinator please refer to the Emergency Contact List provided to you by your Coordinator.
In emergency cases, when every moment could mean the difference between life and death, do not hesitate
to take the animal to a vet immediately or to an emergency clinic if after regular vet hours. We will work
out reasonable emergency expenses. The important thing is to do everything possible to save the animal
in distress. Contact your RRCA Coordinator as soon as possible.
In the unfortunate event that a foster animal passes away at your home, please call and inform us as soon
as possible. We will ensure its proper disposal.
Please understand that death is an unfortunate possibility when fostering animals, especially infants. In
most cases, the circumstances are unavoidable. REMEMBER THAT IT IS NOT YOUR FAULT! Also
remember that you gave that animal every opportunity to survive and, thanks to you, the animal died
feeling loved and cared for.

Household Items and Plants that are Poisonous to Animals
Remove any rat or mouse poison, roach motels, antifreeze, and windshield wiper fluid from your house
before fostering!
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The following is a list of common household items and plants that we don’t normally think of as being
poisonous – and those printed in ALL CAPS can be fatal to animals!
Alcohol
Anthurium
ASPIRIN
Azalea
Bird of paradise
Boxwood
Buckeye
Caffeine
Castor bean
CHOCOLATE
Clematis
Dumb cane
English Ivy
FOXGLOVE
GRAPES
Holly berries
JACK-IN-THE-PULPIT
Kalanchoe
Larkspur
Lupine species
MARIJUANA OR HEMP
MORNING GLORY
Narcissus
ONION
PENCIL CACTUS
Potato (rw)a
RAISINS
Rosary Pea
Shamrock
Tomatoes

Foster Manual

ALMONDS
ANTIFREEZE
AUTUMN CROCUS
Bittersweet
Bracken Fern
Buttercup
Caladium
Cherry
CHOKE CHERRY
Crocus bulb
Daffodil
Fig

Hyacinth bulbs
Iris corms
JIMSONWEED
Lilly
MILKWEED
Mountain laurel

Philodendron
Potpourri
Rhododendron
Spurge
Thread

Amaryllis bulb
APRICOT
Avocado
BEGONIA
BLEEDING HEART
Bread dough
CALLA LILLY
CHINESE SACRED BAMBOO
Chrysanthemum
Cretan
Delphinium
Elderberry
Four-o'clocks
GARLIC
HEAVENLY BAMBOO
HYDRANGEA

LANTANA
LILLY OF THE VALLEY
MACADAMIA NUTS
MISTLETOE BERRIES
OLEANDER
PEACH
Poinsettia
Rhubarb leaves
Schefflera
String
Tinsel (from Christmas trees)
YEW
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Cleaning To Remove Pet Odors and Stains
Has your foster animal left “scent marks” of urination and/or defecation on your floor or furniture? To
successfully retrain the animal to avoid these areas and remove these smells/stains, follow these basic
steps:
Find all soiled areas using your nose and eyes. (Hint: a black light will show urine stains. Turn out all
lights in the room, use the black light to identify soiled areas and lightly outline the areas with chalk.)
Laundering
1)
Machine wash as usual, adding a 1-pound box of baking soda to the wash along with your regular
detergent. Air-dry if possible.
2)
If you can still see or smell the stain, machine wash again and add an enzymatic cleaner. Follow
the manufacturer’s directions carefully. Enzymatic cleaners can be purchased at pet supply stores.
3)
To discourage future accidents on bedding, cover the bed with a vinyl, flannel-backed tablecloth.
They are machine washable and inexpensive.
For carpeted areas and upholstery
1)
Soak up as much urine as possible with a combination of newspaper and paper towels. The more
fresh urine you can remove before it dries, especially from carpet, the simpler it will be to remove the
odor. Place a thick layer of paper towels on the wet spot and cover with a thick layer of newspaper. Stand
on this padding for about 1 minute. Remove the padding; repeat until the area is barely damp. Do not use
cloth towels if you can avoid it.
2)
If possible, take the FRESH, urine-soaked paper towel to the area where it belongs – such as your
dog’s designated outdoor “bathroom area” or the cat’s litter box - and let your foster watch you do it. Act
happy! This will help to remind your animal that eliminating is not a "bad” behavior as long as it is done
in the right place!
3)
Rinse the affected zone thoroughly with CLEAN, COOL WATER. After rinsing, remove as much
of the water as possible by blotting or by using a vacuum designed to pick up liquids.
4)
Neutralizing (enzymatic) cleaners will not be effective on the area if you have previously used
cleaners or chemicals of any kind on it until you have rinsed every trace of the old cleaner from the carpet.
5)
To remove all traces of an old chemical, consider renting an extractor or wet-vac from a local
hardware store. This machine operates much like a vacuum cleaner and is an efficient, economical rinsing
method.
6)
Now that the area is clean, use a high-quality pet odor neutralizer available at pet supply stores
(look for “enzymatic” cleaners). Test the affected surface for staining first, then read and follow the
instructions carefully.
7)
If the area still looks stained after it is completely dry from extracting and neutralizing, try any
good carpet stain remover.
8)
If the urine has soaked down into the padding underneath your carpet and/or into wooden
baseboards, cleaning will be more difficult. You many need to remove and replace that portion of your
carpet padding.
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9)
Make the appropriate “bathroom area” attractive and teach the animal where you want it to
urinate/defecate. The retraining period may take a week or more. It took time to build the bad habit and it
will take time to replace that habit with a new, more acceptable one. Treat your foster with patience and
lots of encouragement!
For Floors and Walls
1)
If the wood in furniture, walls, baseboards or floors is discolored, the acid in the urine has affected
the varnish or paint. The layer of varnish or paint may need to be removed.
2)
Washable enamel paints and some washable wallpaper may respond favorably to enzymatic
cleaners. Read the instructions carefully and test in a less visible area.
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Appendix
Dog Biography Form*
Expense Report*

Adoption Contract*

Foster Home Agreement*
Release of Liability*

*All of these forms are available on the Russell Rescue CA website; https://www.russellrescueca.com

under Forms and Applications
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Dog Biography Form
Thank you for being a Foster Home for Russell Rescue CA. When a foster dog becomes available for
adoption and is featured on our website we like to give some insight to the dog's personality, likes, and
dislikes. Please fill out the form below and we will use your answers and comments to create a
personalized biography for each dog. Giving detailed information helps generate adoption interest.
Name of your Foster Coordinator:
Foster Parent’s Name:
Foster Parent’s Email:
City Where Dog is Being Fostered:
Name of Dog Being Fostered:
Dog’s Age or Approximate Date of Birth:
Approximate Height of Dog (from floor to shoulder):
Dog’s Approximate Weight:
Sex of Dog: ___Neutered Male
___ Spayed Female

Coat Type: ___Smooth
___Broken

Color of Dog: ___Tri-color

___Rough

___ Tan & White
___ Black & White
1. Does your foster dog know any Obedience commands or know any tricks?

2. Does your foster dog do well with children? Please describe your foster dog’s behavior when he/she
interacts with children?

3. Does your foster dog like cats? If no, please describe how your foster dog reacts to seeing cats?

4. Is your foster dog crate trained? Describe how your foster dog acts when crated.

5. Is your foster dog house trained?

If yes, please explain how your foster dog alerts you that he/she needs to go outdoors?
If not, please explain how you are working with them so that they will be house trained?

6. Does your foster dog enjoy riding in the car? Is your foster dog crated while traveling? If not crated,
describe where your foster do rides while traveling.

7. Describe how your foster dog reacts to seeing another dog when you take it for a walk.

8. Does your foster dog do well with other dogs? Please give detailed information of your foster dog’s
behavior when it interacts with other dogs.

9. Describe the things about your foster dog that you like and/or the things it does to make you laugh.

10. Describe the things about your foster dog that you dislike, and what you are doing to modify that behavior,
and the progress you are making.

11. What kind of home/family/lifestyle do you think would be the best fit for your foster dog?

12. Please use this area for any additional information and attributes you would like to give about your foster
dog:

Please provide a minimum of 4 and up to 6 photos of your foster dog. The best photos of dogs are taken at the
same level of the dog. Please include at least one picture showing each side of your foster dog. Preferably no
other dogs or humans in the photos you upload.

Adoption Contract
I,
the undersigned (ADOPTER), agree to the
conditions set forth by Russell Rescue Ca, (AGENT) in this agreement for the adoption of the Terrier
known as
described as
year(s) old
(gender)
inches tall
colored,
coated Jack Russell Terrier or Jack Russell Terrier Mix (hereinafter referred to as Terrier).
The adoption fee is $
US Dollars. This fee is used to cover expenses, including foster care costs
and veterinary bills incurred by Russell Rescue Ca.
The rescued Terrier has been examined by a veterinarian, micro-chipped, and received any necessary
vaccinations and been de-wormed (if necessary). The Terrier has been altered or a veterinarian or shelter has
certified the Terrier is altered.
As of
the Adopter, as the new owner, accepts full responsibility
for the actions and behaviors of the above described Terrier, releasing previous owners and/or agents from all
liability.
The Agent will provide all documents pertaining to the Terrier including medical records, shelter intake forms
(when applicable) and registration forms (when applicable).
Adopter agrees to meet these very basic adoption terms; (Please Initial)
•

Adopter agrees to provide adequate shelter, proper food, potable water and all necessary medical care.

•

Adopter further agrees that said Terrier will not be allowed to run free without direct and proper
supervision.

Failure to meet said basic adoption terms will require that the Terrier be surrendered to Russell Rescue Ca. No
refund of any adoption fee will be made for returned or confiscated Terriers.
The Adopter acknowledges and agrees to the following conditions of adoption:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Russell Rescue Ca will be contacted immediately for assistance and/or counseling if any behavioral
problems should arise
That the adoption fee is not refundable unless the Terrier has been deemed medically unfit or diseased by
a practicing and licensed veterinarian within 14 days of adoption.
If, for any reason, the adoption is not found to be satisfactory for the Terrier and/or the Adopter, the Terrier
will be returned to Russell Rescue Ca.
That the Adopter has No Right to Transfer and that the Terrier adopted from RRCA is NOT to be sold or
given away for any reason to any other person or institution or agency.
To contact the Agent if for any reason the Adopter become unable or unwilling to keep and care for your
animal and not abandon the Terrier.
To allow periodic follow-up telephone calls and/or visits by the Agent to be assured of compliance to all
terms of this agreement and to ensure Terrier’s physical and mental well-being.
The Agent has the right to inspect the condition and care of the Terrier at any future date and reserves the
right to confiscate said Terrier if neglected or otherwise improperly cared for.

Specifically the Adopter agrees this Terrier is being adopted as a family member and agrees to provide a loving
and nurturing home for the Terrier. This includes but is not limited to:

•
•

•

•
•

•
•

Have the Terrier immunized and examined (as prescribed by vet) at Adopter’s expense.
Inform Russell Rescue Ca of any changes in address and/or telephone number.  Not permit the Terrier
to be a public nuisance or/and to run at large  Keep identification tag (Name and Phone #) on Terrier
at all times.
Notify Agent immediately if Terrier is lost, stolen, dies or disappears. And agrees to make an immediate
and serious effort to find the Terrier if it becomes lost. Furthermore, Adopter understands that if the loss
was the result of negligence Russell Rescue Ca reserves the right not to return the Dog.
Immediately retrieve the Terrier from any public pound or animal shelter when notified the Terrier is
being held at such location.
Provide extensive house privileges to the Terrier; allows the Terrier to sleep inside the house, be allowed
freedom of the house when the family is home, and will NOT be restricted to the yard.
And that under no circumstances will the Terrier be tethered as a means of confinement.
Keep the Terrier on a leash when outside proper confinement.
Arrange for suitable and loving care if owner will be away from the Terrier for more than 14 hours.

By signing this adoption agreement with Russell Rescue Ca I declare that I am aware that actions of animals
can be unpredictable; Children and other animals must be closely watched for proper interaction; an animal’s
behavior may change after it leaves its foster home and accustoms itself to its new environment.
I hereby accept possession, legal ownership and responsibility for the Terrier that I am adopting. I discharge
Russell Rescue Ca forever from liability for any injury or damages to any person or property caused by the
Terrier I am adopting.
Further I relieve Russell Rescue Ca of any future liability, action, claim, suit or damages to any person or
property caused in the future by said Terrier and from any causes of action, claims, suites or demands that
may arise as a result of such injury or damages.
Name(s)

Address

City /State/ Zip code

Email

Phone

Adopter Signature(s)

Date

Representative Signature

Date

Foster Home Agreement
1. The Foster Home certifies that the information provided in his/her Foster Home Application is true and
correct.
2. The Foster Home acknowledges that s/he has been provided a copy of the RRCA Foster Manual, and
understands and agrees to abide by the terms and conditions of this Agreement and the Foster Manual.
The Foster Home understands that basic medical and general expenses shall be covered by the Foster
Home and reimbursements will only be provided when previous approval by a RRCA representative is
granted. If spaying or neutering of the pet needs to be completed, arrangements will be discussed with
the Foster Home and RRCA. RRCA appreciates any willingness to donate basic supplies including
collar, tag and leash. The Foster Home will keep all receipts and copies will be given to RRCA.
3. The Foster Home agrees to care for its foster animals in a humane and responsible manner, and to
provide the foster animal with sufficient shelter, water and food.
4. The Foster Home acknowledges that ownership of all foster animals shall remain with RRCA until such
time as a proper adoption is completed. No foster animal may be adopted, transferred, or relinquished
without written approval by an authorized representative of RRCA.
5. The Foster Home agrees to keep the foster animal’s RRCA ID Tag on the foster animal at all times, and
to keep the foster animal on a leash or in a secure pet carrier when outside of its foster home or fenced
yard, and to keep the foster animal within the passenger compartment of any vehicle during vehicular
transportation. Name of the animal cannot be changed by the Foster Home unless they officially adopt
the animal.
6. The Foster Home understands and agrees that only designated RRCA representatives have authority to
approve and place rescued animals into foster or permanent homes, and that only authorized
representatives of RRCA will conduct interviews and home visits and make adoption placement
decisions.
7. The Foster Home agrees to notify his/her Coordinator as soon as possible of any change in the status of
either the animal in his/her care or the foster home environment described above, and to immediately
notify his/her Coordinator in the event the foster animal is injured or missing. Reasonable emergency
veterinary expenses for the foster animal will be reimbursed by RRCA in accordance with the Foster
Manual in the event an RRCA Coordinator or Director cannot be reached for approval.
8. The Foster Home agrees to be courteous, helpful, and honest to potential adopters and to cooperate in
showing the foster animal and accommodating potential adopters who wish to see the foster animal.
The Foster Home will provide RRCA with his/her fair impressions and honest assessment of the foster
animal.
9. The Foster Home understands that adoption will be consummated only upon execution of the RRCA
adoption contract, receipt of adoption fee and final approval by an authorized RRCA representative.
10. The Foster Home must provide resident animals with all necessary medical care including vaccinations
and heartworm preventative.

11. All resident animals belonging to the Foster Home which are not the property of RRCA shall be spayed
or neutered. Exceptions may be made upon approval of RRCA.
12. The Foster Home understands that if the Foster Home decides to adopt his/her foster animal, s/he will
pay the full adoption fee charged by RRCA.
13. Foster pets must be supervised at all times when children and other animals are present.
14. Foster dogs are never to be left outdoors while caretaker is away from home unless kept in a secured
kennel approved by RRCA and only in good weather.
15. The Foster Home understands and agrees that RRCA foster animals are rescues, and that rescue animals
respond to situations differently and unpredictably. The Foster Home understands and agrees that
RRCA makes no representations or warranties, express or implied, about the foster animal’s health,
behavior or temperament.
16. Any items borrowed from RRCA such as crates, bowls, etc. must be returned when Foster Home ceases
foster care for RRCA.
The Foster Home understands that all work done with RRCA is at his/her own risk, and hereby releases
RRCA, its officers, volunteers, agents, employees, contractors and representatives from any liability of any
kind whatsoever arising from his/her voluntary foster care and/or from any claims relating to adoption,
ownership or possession of the foster animal. The Foster Home also agrees to indemnify and hold harmless
RRCA, its officers, volunteers, agents, employees, contractors and representatives from any and all losses,
fines, claims or damages, including reasonable attorneys’ fees, arising out of or relating to the foster animal
or his/her voluntary foster care of such animal, including any claims for injury or damage to persons or
property caused by the foster animal. The Foster Home certifies that s/he is at least 21 years of age, and
understands that this is a legally binding contract. All adults in the Foster Home must sign and agree to this
contract.
Foster Home Signature(s)

Date:

Russell Rescue CA Signature

Date:

NOTE: Sign and return a copy of this Foster Home Agreement and return it to your Foster Coordinator

Release of Liability

I/We have read and fully understand the RRCA Foster Home Agreement.
Initial
There have been no other representations or promises other than those included in this Foster Home Agreement.
Initial
I/We understand that all rescue volunteer work done with RRCA is at my/our own risk.
Initial
I/We, _____________________________________________ Name(s) have read, understand, and agree to
abide by the conditions of the RRCA Foster Home Agreement & Guidelines. I/we understand that all work done
with RRCA is at my/our own risk, and hereby release RRCA and its members of any and all public liability,
property damages, and medical costs while I/we am/are providing volunteer foster care for RRCA.
Initial
I/We, hereby for myself (ourselves), heirs, administrators and assigns, fully, irrevocably and unconditionally
release and agree to hold harmless RRCA and its individual members from any and all known or unknown,
anticipated or unanticipated, suspected or unsuspected and/or fixed, conditional or contingent, actions, causes
of action, charges, suits, debts, demands, claims, contracts, covenants, liens, rights, liabilities, losses, royalties,
costs, expenses (including, without limitation, attorneys' fees) or damages, including but not limited to any
medical costs, damages to property, persons or other pets, of every kind, nature and description, at law or in
equity, in connection with or arising from while I am caring for the agreed rescue companion animal.
Foster Home Signature(s)

Date:

Russell Rescue CA Signature

Date:

NOTE: Sign and return a copy of this Release of Liability to your Foster Coordinator

